
New Mexico Water 

InfrastructureðStatus of Dams 

NMOSE Dam Safety Bureau

Eagle Nest Dam under construction 
Circa 1917



NM Dam Safety Program
·Regulation of Dams 

·Enforcement of State 
Statute and NM Code.  

·4 Dam Safety Engineers

·Executive Assistant

·Bureau Chief



Over 500 dams ς407 in the 
2018 National Inventory of 

Dams -- 298 directly 
regulated by the
State Engineer

Dams in 29 of 33 Counties

All NMOSE dams have a 
Condition Rating and a 
Hazard Potential Rating

172 have potential to cause 
loss of life in a failure event
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0
50

100
150
200
250
300
350
400
450
500

Number of Dams by 
Type

0

50

100

150

200

250

Number of Dams by 
Purpose



New Mexico Issues ςAge

0

20

40

60

80

100

120



Status of Dams ς Incidents and Failures 
1890- 2017


